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The second volume of Galamians scale system comprehensively covers double and multiple stops. My violin professor, Howard Davis, who had studied with Frederick Grinke, himself a pupil of Carl Flesch, used to prescribe ten minutes a day of thirds, ten of sixths and ten of octaves, played with a metronome at
crotchet = 60, four beats to a note. Thats all you need to do, hed say. In 1955 Carl Flesch published a scale systems based on the equal temperament tuning of the piano. He starts with the diatonic scale and works his way through to the chromatic scale. The equal temperament scale system, while generally accurate,
is not very practical because the so-called tunings of the concert instrument are closer to our ears than to those of the piano. So Flesch concludes that the whole point of learning scales is to be able to transpose them by ear, i.e., to recognise them in one key and play them in another. The system, while entirely logical,

and thus easily learned, is more relaxed than the Galamian system. It breaks the scales down to the notes, rather than the scales into the intervals. It can be applied to all musical genres including classical, jazz, rock and popular music. It is ideal for the violin player, where the beauty of the sound has much more
influence on the musician than the fixed point of the octave. A final criticism. The Flesch system does not work for the modern violin. Apart from the increasing depth of the notes, the point about the notes being names rather than numbers is not relevant for today. Some of my best friends use the Carl Flesch book to

learn scales. Some find the approach to learning the scales unengaging because the fingering is fixed. And, some find it just too difficult.
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